Farming - Animals
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Ok, here's how animal farmers operate.

They raise animals for meat, milk, eggs, wool, or hides. The most common animals are chickens, cattle, pigs, and sheep.

Most farms have annual revenue under $500,000 and just a few workers.

Animals are raised on feed mixtures of corn, soybeans, and other ingredients. The feed conversion rate, the pounds of feed needed to increase animal weight by one pound, is about 8 for cattle, 4 for pigs, and 2 for chickens. That's why chickens are the cheapest meat.

Animals raised for meat are sold to slaughter houses. Cattle are ready at 18 months, pigs at 9 months, and chickens at 3 months. Milk cows start producing at two years of age. 

Farms typically have lots of equipment and big inventories of feed. Computers are used to track animal histories, feed costs, and market prices.
Here are some strategic things you should know.

Farm profits depend mainly on the difference between the cost of feed and the market price of the final product. Costs and prices can change rapidly from month to month and year to year, pushing farmers to slaughter more or fewer animals.

Getting rid of manure is a big problem, especially for farms that raise thousands or millions of animals in close quarters. When possible, manure is sold as fertilizer to crop farmers.

Animal production is rapidly shifting to large industrial farms that can get feed at lower cost and can negotiate better prices with food buyers. Milk farmers often band together in cooperatives. 

Government regulations have a large effect on animal farming, through health inspections, meat grading, pollution controls, price supports, and farm subsidies. Ranchers pay grazing fees on public lands.
Here are some good talking points.
How large an operation do they have? How many animals?

What kind of feed do they mainly use?

For meat animals, what feed conversion rate do they get?

For milk and eggs, how much production per animal?

How do they get rid of manure?

How much have costs and prices changed in the last few years?

Are there particular regulations that help or hurt them?

And finally, how do they see their business changing in the future?

Now, you're ready.

